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by numerous transverse valleys running north and south,
and contains the highest summits on the globe. The
most conspicuous peaks are the Dhawalagiri (26,826
feet) in the west, Gauri-sankar or Mount Everest (29,141)
in the east, and Kanchinjinga or BLaDgchenjunga (28,156)
on the Sikkim frontier. In the extreme north tower the
glittering summits of the main chain, forming, as it were,
the topmost foamy crests of these billow-like formations,
which, after sinking twice to a depth of 10,000 feet,
again suddenly fall to little over 1000 feet above the level
of the plains. But before reaching the lowlands there is
another abrupt rise to from 3000 and 4000 feet, formed
by a long sandstone ridge rolling away towards the so-
called " Bhaver," a dry wooded tract, which in its turn
sinks through a succession of long undulations down to the
Tarai

In 1892 a scientific expedition was undertaken to
the Central Himalayan regions of ELumaon, Garhwal, and
Hundes for the purpose of studying the extensive trias
deposits on the Tibetan frontier west of the Manasarowar
Lakes. Starting from Naini Tal, the party, including
Dr. Diener and Messrs. L. Griesbach and 0. S. Middle-
miss, first struck north-east to Milam (11,250 feet), the
highest inhabited place in the Bhot Mahals, or Tibetan
border region. The Milam glacier, terminating at a
height of 11,340 feet two miles north-west of the village,
is 12 miles long, being the largest of the ice-streams
discharged by the Nanda Devi group. Beyond Milam
the route lay over the Utadhura Pass (17,590 feet) to
the upper Girthi valley, where some rich fossiliferous
trias deposits were discovered on the southern slopes of
the Bambanag range (19,000 feet). From this point
the journey was continued over the Eiangur Pass
(17,000 feet) and the Kisgarh-Chalda Pass (17,400) to the
pastures of Lachambelkichak and Chitichun in Hundes.